
10:00-13:40 Reiterating the Renaissance – Possibilities and impossibilities of an implicit comparison.
Convener: Antony Pattathu
Discussants: Iliyana Angelova (Maynooth University), Borayin Larios (University of Heidelberg), Antony 

Pattathu (University of Tübingen), Rainer Kimmig (University of Tübingen).

13.40-15.00 Lunch Break

15:00-17:30 Renaissances vs Re-creation in performative arts: Music, Film, Dance.
Convener: Erika Caranti
Discussants: Pradnya Bivalkar (Medienbotschafter Indien–Deutschland, University of Tübingen), Erika 

Caranti (University of Tübingen), Lara Pearson (Max-Planck-Institut für empirische Ästhetik).
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9:30-13:00 For the Sake of Another. Altruism in South Asian Religions and Philosophies.
Convener: Marco Ferrante
Discussants: Marco Ferrante (Austrian Academy of Sciences), Elisa Freschi (Austrian Academy of Sciences), 

Cristina Pecchia (Austrian Academy of Sciences).

13.00-14.30 Lunch Break

14:30-18:15 “Golden Ages” of the Indian Subcontinent. Patrons, Artists, Trends: the “Golden Ages” of the 
Indian Subcontinent.
Convener: Isabella Nardi.

Discussant: Daniela de Simone (British Museum), Anna Dallapiccola (University of Edinburgh), Laura E. Parodi
(Independent Reseracher), Anna Ślączka (Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam), Isabella Nardi (Independent Researcher).

April 10th 2018 Fürstenzimmer – Schloss Hohentübingen

Center and Peripheries? 

April 11th 2018 Fürstenzimmer – Schloss Hohentübingen
9:30-13:00 Renaissance in South India? From the liHle kingdoms and to the Vijayanagara 
empire.
Convener: Crisi^na Bignami, Elena Mucciarelli
Discussants: Cris^na Bignami (University of Tübingen), Florinda De Simini (University of 

Napoli), Elena Mucciarelli (Hebrew University, Mar^n Buber Society), Marcus Schmücker 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences), Lennart Bes (University of Leiden).

13.00-13.30 Conclusive Remarks

9:00-10:00 Opening round table. Camillo Formigatti (Clay Sanskrit Library, Oxford), Nikoloz Aleksidze (University of Oxford)
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Center and Peripheries? 
A Summer School on European Renaissance and Asian 

Renascences.
Organised by  Elena Mucciarelli, Cristina Bignami, Elisa Freschi

Various scholars have applied the term ‘Renaissance’ to different historical periods of
Western history. The touchstone for this definition is the Italian Renaissance. In Europe the
revival of the Greek and Roman cultural heritage led to a renewed study of classical texts as
well as to the composition of new literary works inspired by them. A new artistic sensibility
developed, numerous artists not only introduced formal and technical innovations in the
figurative arts, they also focused their attention on Greek and Roman mythological themes.
The Reformation marked a change in the Christian religion, while at the same time the
scientific revolution was challenging its supremacy in society. On the other hand, the
introduction of new technologies like the printing press contributed to the spread of ideas
on a vast scale with unprecedented speed. All these features (and others, like the
development of commerce) are commonly considered to be the hallmarks of the European
Renaissance.
Even though we are well aware of the risks that we incur into by applying to Asia a
terminology developed for the periodization of western cultural history, still, in this Summer
School, we would like to draw on Jack Goody’s “Renaissances. The One or The Many?”
(Goody 2010) and challenge the concept of the uniqueness and exceptionality of the
European Renaissance and explore the possibility that there might have been
renaissances—or renascences, if you prefer—also in different Asian cultures. The panels
address the main question under different perspectives: Philosophy, Religion, Performative
Arts, History and Historiography.
The organizers will put at use the experience of the Coffee Break Network that has focused
since 2010 on scholarly methodology and comparisons between disciplines. In this historical
moment, when the idea of discipline itself is challenged and the concept of “areal studies” is
blurring, it is of paramount importance that students and young researchers are aware of
the epistemological frame in which their careers are embedded, in order to give them the
possibility to reflecting on the frame itself, and never give it for granted.

For further information please visit:
https://asiaticacoffeebreak.wordpress.com


