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The  paper  analyzes  American  policy  towards  Iran  during  the  Sixties.  The  
research  tries  to  explore the   implications   and   the   results   of    the   so   
called   “Pahlavi   premise”,   the   basic   assumption according  to  which  the  Shah  
was  to  be  considered  the  only  possible  answer  to  Iranian  political weakness  ad  
instability,    confronted  with   the  evolution  of  the  political,   economic  and  
social reality  of  Iran  in  the  Sixties. 
 
In  this  study,  the  analysis  of  the  so  called  “White  Revolution”  has  a  central  
role:  further  aim of  the  paper  is  to  evaluate  the  consequences  of  the  process  
of  rapid  modernization  started  and supported  by  the  Shah  from  1963. The 
program  had  deep  impact  on  Iranian  political  and  social  structure,  creating  
the  conditions  for new  dynamics  doomed  to  alter  in  many  ways  the  future  
not  only  of  the  regime  but  also  of the  country. 
In  this  perspective,  the  White  Revolution  represents  a  clear  example  of  the  
contrast  between  the prescriptive  and  the  concrete  dimension  of  development:  
conceived  as  a  challenge  to  the  traditional system   and   as   an   instrument   of   
modernization   able   to   fight   the   yoke   of   feudalism   ad backwardness,  the  
White  Revolution  could  have,  in  fact,  created  the  basis  for  a  new  stability  of 
the  regime,   but  it  would  also  have  had  costs  for  the  Shah. 
Unable  to  accept  these  costs,  the  Shah  ended  up  starting  new  and,  in  some  
ways,  unexpected dynamics  that,  without  a  system  that  could  channel  the  new  
social  conflicts,  eventually  put  a growing  pressure  on  his  regime. 
The  democratic  Administration  of  Kennedy  and  Johnson,  confronted  with  the  
evolution  of  the Iranian  situation,  after  a  period  of  partial  rethinking,  decided  
to  support  “this  modernization”,  a perfect  example  of  that  model  of  
“revolution  though  the  progress”  promoted  towards  the  Third World  countries. 
The  sources  of   dissent   were  gradually  identified,  by   Washington  as   much   
as   by   the   Iranian government,  with  the  reactionary  forces  that  were  
opposing  the  change  and  the  right  path  to modernity. 
This  fact  contributed  to   the  poor  understanding  of  the  real  sources  of  threat  
for  the  Iranian regime  that,  in the  end,  brought  to  its  collapse. 
 
The  way  Washington  faced  the  Shah’s  strategy  to  these  challenges  and  
evaluated  it  in  the  light of   American   interests   constitute   the   focal   point   
of   the   research,   that   makes   use   of   the diplomatic  sources  as  a  vehicle  



not  only  of  policies  but  also  of  projects  and  ideas  for  a  Third World  tht,  in  
the  Sixties,  was  emerging  on  the  international  scene. 
The  use  of  the  diplomatic  material  is  combined  to  the  contribution  offered  
by  the  oral  sources and by some collections of persoal papers, able to provide a 
broader framework of programmes, expectations  and  personal  experiences  of  the  
people  who  actually  contributed,  both  on  the  Iranian and  on  the  American  
side,  to  the  great  project  of  Iranian  development. 
 


